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"What is known must be shared."



What is oclc?

A Global Cooperative

"Shaking Hands" by Aidan Jones is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

OCLC logo retrieved from the OCLC website: https://www.oclc.org/en/home.html

https://www.flickr.com/photos/25945304@N00/1234618279
https://www.flickr.com/photos/25945304@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


WorldCat homepage search bar and logo, image retrieved from https://www.worldcat.org/



Beginnings 1967: Ohio College Library Center

Overhead view of OCLC Headquarters in Dublin, Ohio, image retrieved from https://www.google.com/maps/@40.1033818,-83.1267752,527m/data=!3m1!1e3



Beginnings

1967: Ohio College Library Center

First director: Frederick G. 

Kilgour

Frederick G. Kilgour by Rich Skopin, 1990 

Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/02/us/02kilgour.html



Defining characteristics

Information for everyone

OCLC will pay its own way

"Information" by heathbrandon is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/19356123@N04/3187207970
https://www.flickr.com/photos/19356123@N04
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Highlights!

1971: Online Union Catalog

1977: The Online Computer Library 

Center

"University of Michigan Library Card Catalog" by dfulmer is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/28376044@N00/4350618884
https://www.flickr.com/photos/28376044@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Highlights!

1978: Office of Research

OCLC Corporate Headquarters. Image retrieved from https://www.oclc.org/en/contacts.html



Growth

1978: 45 states

1979: the first non-U.S. member is Canada

1999: 9,000 in 76 countries

2020: over 54,000 in over 100 countries

"Library" by Geoff Coupe is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/67951361@N00/20972113
https://www.flickr.com/photos/67951361@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


OCLC's Heart

WorldCat! 

Primarily uses MARC records

Continually updated

"“There are many things in life that will catch your eye, but only a few will catch your 
heart...pursue those.”~Michael Nolan" by katerha is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/8489692@N03/4334102263
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8489692@N03
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Online Union Catalog

1971: Connected libraries

"Duke Online Catalog, 1980s" by Duke University Archives is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/19219926@N04/7046582583
https://www.flickr.com/photos/19219926@N04
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Online Union Catalog

1979: Interlibrary loan

"For Whom the [Kettle]Bell Tolls: Adventures in Interlibrary Loan" by jumbledpile is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/96043874@N00/6920040490
https://www.flickr.com/photos/96043874@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Online Union Catalog >>> WorldCat

2003: Open WorldCat 2006: worldcat.org 

WorldCat search bar, image retrieved from https://www.worldcat.org/account/?page=searchItems



Worldcat
2007: WorldCat Local

2014: WorldCat Discovery

"Printing my articles" by the Italian voice is licensed under CC BY 2.0

Image retrieved from https://www.worldcat.org/whatis/default.jsp

https://www.flickr.com/photos/77476789@N00/2192939015
https://www.flickr.com/photos/77476789@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Importance

Interconnected

Information shared

"people working together" by isbg6 is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/54101419@N02/5029147286
https://www.flickr.com/photos/54101419@N02
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Importance

Let's Evolve together

"What is known must be 

shared."

"Evolution - The Ride" by kevin dooley is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/12836528@N00/1856663523
https://www.flickr.com/photos/12836528@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Importance

Addresses LIS issues

"Books of Knowledge." by Tessss is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/92675621@N00/2956927902
https://www.flickr.com/photos/92675621@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Community is Vital

WebJunction logo, image retrieved from https://www.webjunction.org/home.html

Geek the Library campaign logo, retrieved from https://www.webjunction.org/explore-topics/geek-the-library.html



Predictions 

"Promotion for the Near Future Library project at the University of Edinburgh. Learn more at http://ift.tt/2BnwLh6." by michaelseangallagher is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/13518023@N03/38961506565
https://www.flickr.com/photos/13518023@N03
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Predictions

Speed

Ease of Access

"'School and Library, working together. . . ': at the St. Louis Public Library." by Melinda** is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/92033577@N00/4621984892
https://www.flickr.com/photos/92033577@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


"What is known must be shared"

OCLC logo retrieved from https://www.oclc.org/en/home.html // WorldCat logo retrieved from https://www.worldcat.org/


